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and to free German soil from the military occupation
of the foreigner. It may be noted that in fact both
these results were, at any rate in large measure,
achieved by the statesmen of Republican Germany,
It is also worth noticing that, at times when such
results were being achieved, the Nazi party made
little progress. Thus it, and similar organizations,
advanced for instance during the French occupation
of the Ruhr, and declined during the Locarno period
which followed the release of Herr Hitler from prison.
It is arguable that a little more concession, given
perhaps by the Versailles Powers in a freer spirit of
conciliation, would have stemmed the advance of
extreme nationalism in Germany. At the same time
it is far from proven that at any time in the disturbed
state of the world, which followed the cessation of
the War, it would have been safe for France to indulge
in any substantial measure of disarmament,

Nor was it in fact safe for this country, with its
far-flung possessions and almost limitless responsi-
bilities, to do so. That in fact Great Britain did dis-
arm was due to a variety of causes. In the first place,
and principally, she respected the implications of the
Treaty in this regard. Secondly, it was a policy which
appealed to the instincts of laziness and isolation
which are characteristic of the British people in what
they believe to be times of calm. Lastly, it must be
admitted, that part of the responsibility was attribut-
able to a malignant post-War disease, which afflicted
the British people in general and their politicians in
particular, of which the chief symptom was to allow
the basic facts of any given situation to be obscured
in the clouds of verbiage and wishful thinking. To
some extent therefore British post-War policy made
the worst of both worlds. It might have armed, and
neglected to conciliate: or it might have conciliated
and neglected to arm. Best of all it might have
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